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First Vice 

President’s Message 

By Matthew Cioffi 

Where there’s a need, 

There’s a Lion! 

We had a great time last Wednesday 

evening with Rookies’ Night and a light 

agenda.  There was plenty of pizza and 

salad from Bills Pizza, and Tony set-up a 

great slide show from the Auction pictures 

he took; you can also see them on our 

Easton Lions Facebook page. 
 

Items to Note: 
• Math Challenge June 25th: 

Pratima has set up a Facebook page 

for our new Math Challenge on June 

25th,  www.facebook.com/eastonlions2

016/.  We also have a landing page for 

the Math Challenge on our club 

website, www.eastonlions.org/math 

that has the link and info.  We still 

need about 10-12 volunteers to 

help out.  Please email Pratima 

Penumarthy at 

admin@homathandchess-easton-

ma.com or call her at 781-258-8238 to 

get details on how you can help.  We 

will need help before with publicity 

and the day of the event, particular 

focus on getting the information to 

tutorial businesses, schools and 

where youth/parents will see it.  You 

only need a willingness to help out 

and do NOT need to be good a math.  

We need your help to make this event 

a success. 

• Thrift Store: We will be setting up 

an online staffing form where Lions 

can sign-up for particular time slots 

and days at the Thrift Store.  Ruthie 

and Jack need to have a better idea of 

who will be volunteering so we know 

when we need to push out a call for 

help.  More on this will be posted 

soon.  The focus will be on the 25-30 

Lions already on the Volunteer 

list.  Thanks you all for putting in 

time at the Store. 

 

Event Dates in April: 
• Next Meeting, Wednesday, April 

13: Doors open at 6:30, meeting starts 

at 7:00.  There is also a Board 

Meeting downstairs at 5:30.  

(Continued on Pg. 2) 

mailto:jlee@stonehill.edu
http://www.facebook.com/eastonlions2016/
http://www.facebook.com/eastonlions2016/
http://www.eastonlions.org/math
mailto:admin@homathandchess-easton-ma.com
mailto:admin@homathandchess-easton-ma.com
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• Junk Day, Saturday, April 23rd: 

This is from 8-12 at the 

DPW.  Henry Narsasian said just 

show up at 8 and he will put you to 

work.  If you need more information 

or have a truck to help with pick-up, 

please give Henry a call at work: 

508-238-9409 or home: 508-238-

0271. 

• Mass. Lions State Convention, 

Apr 29-May 1-in Mansfield. Info at 
e-district.org/sites/md33/page-8.php 

 

Thrift Store Items Needed – 

Hoveround Available: 
 

As you do your spring cleaning, if you 

find good stuff you’d like to be rid of, 

please drop it by the Thrift Store! We 

need new inventory!  We’re open Wed 

10-2 and Sat 9-3.  Best time to drop-off 

items is first thing in the morning 

before we open.   
 

We also are in need of good quality 

furniture.  We’ve been selling tables 

and dressers like hotcakes and need 

good solid wood furniture to restock our 

1st floor.  If you have large furniture 

and not sure we could use it, call John 

Mallers at 781-706-4154, he does large 

item pick-ups!   Check the website for 

details on items we take 

www.eastonlions.org/thriftstore.  
 

Spread the Word:  

We have a like-new 

Hoveround scooter.  It has 

two new batteries and is in 

great shape.  These cost 

over $3,100 new and we’re 

selling it for $400.   

We are a charity and flexible on pricing 

for those in financial needs.  If you know 

someone who needs this send them to 

the Thrift Store or view it on Craigslist 
boston.craigslist.org/sob/for/5497801920.html.  

Easton Lions – 85 Years 

 of Service: 
 

The Easton Lions 

Club turns 85  

next year and we 

need your help!   

To celebrate we will publish  

several articles next year in our Club 

newsletter and hopefully in the Easton 

Journal.  Marion is also checking with see if 

we could do a display at the Ames Free 

Library during the year that will highlight 

our Club’s work in Easton. 
 

Ed Hands and Marion Wingfield have 

graciously volunteered to help me with 

getting this done.  To that end we need your 

stories (especially from long-time members), 

photos and other memorabilia about our 

Club and the Leo Club.  If you know past 

members or had older family members who 

grew up in Easton, pick their brains about 

what they remember about the Lions in 

Easton from year’s past.   
 

To get your ideas going, check out our Club 

history article written by our former Club  

President (1961-62) and Club historian, 

Norbert “Duke” Duhamel, “Easton Lions 

Club Serving a Changing World” posted 

on our website at eastonlions.org/history. It 

starts off with our inception in September 

1931 by Bill Fenwick and a group of 20 local 

businessmen founded our Club up to the 

80’s.   
 

Remember to send your stories, pictures 

and memorabilia to history@eastonlions.org 

so Ed Hands, Marion Wingfield and I 

(Matthew Cioffi) can start pulling ideas 

together.  We’d also love to talk with you at 

one of our meetings about your ideas or give 

me a call at 508-897-9771. 

http://e-district.org/sites/md33/page-8.php
http://www.eastonlions.org/thriftstore
http://boston.craigslist.org/sob/for/5497801920.html
http://www.eastonlions.org/history
mailto:history@eastonlions.org
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In 1917, Melvin Jones, a 38-year-old 

Chicago business leader, told members of 

his local business club they should reach 

beyond business issues and address the 

betterment of their communities and the 

world. Jones' group, the Business Circle 

of Chicago, agreed. After contacting 

similar groups around the United States, 

an organizational meeting was held on 

June 7, 1917, in Chicago, Illinois, USA. 

The new group took the name of one of 

the invited groups, the "Association of 

Lions Clubs," and a national convention 

was held in Dallas, Texas, USA in 

October of that year. A constitution, by-

laws, objects and a code of ethics were 

approved. Within three years, Lions 

became an international organization. 

Since then, we've earned high marks for 

both integrity and transparency. We're a 

well-run organization with a steady 

vision, a clear mission, and a long – and 

proud – history.  

Just three years after our founding, Lions 

became international when we 

established the first club in Canada. 

 

  

Mexico followed in 1927. In the 1950s and 

1960s international growth accelerated, with 

new clubs in Europe, Asia and Africa.   

In 1925, Helen Keller addressed the Lions 

Clubs International Convention in Cedar 

Point, Ohio, USA, and challenged Lions to 

become "knights of the blind in the crusade 

against darkness".  Since then, we have 

worked tirelessly to aid the blind and visually 

impaired and to eradicate blindness. 

Melvin Jones asked a simple and world-

changing question – “What if people put their 

talents to work improving their 

communities?” Almost 100 years later, Lions 

Clubs International is the world's largest 

service club organization, with 1.35 million 

members in more than 46,000 clubs and 

countless stories of Lions acting on the same 

simple idea: let's improve our communities!  

At our May 25th meeting we will induct our 

officers for 2016-2017.  At that time we will 

also honor members by noting them as Melvin 

Jones Fellows.  I hope you’ll be there to share 

in this memorable event with me. 

 
 

Melvin Jones Fellows 

By Jon Morgan 

Current Melvin Jones Fellows 
 

Tyler Bourne Marilyn Henderson William Palmer 

Antonio Cabral Amos Keddem Frank Paul 

Ruth Calvagne Dale Kerester Alan Siegel 
Paul Dahlgren James Lee Matthew Soeldner 

Clifford Davis, Jr. John Mallers Nancy Sullivan 

Gerald Deneault Kevin McIntyre Donald Tuck 

Robert Farrand Jon Morgan Avery Williams 

Richard Freitas Raymen Morrell Kenneth Wood 

Charles Hammond Henry Narsasian  

 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/who-we-are/mission-and-history/helen-keller.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/how-we-serve/health/sight/index.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/how-we-serve/health/sight/index.php
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Eyes on the Web 

by Matthew Cioffi  

Staying in Touch – GroupMe   

It’s truly amazing to see how quickly communications have changed in the 

past 20 years.  Remember when we used to walk down the street, knock on 

our friend’s door and talk face-to-face.  How about those old rotary phones?  

Heck, in 1996 there was not even 911 (at least not in my part of Vermont).   

How many of you remember using a “party line” with your neighbors?  

Those were the days! Now we have cell phones, internet connectivity, 

instant chat and GPS enabled messaging that pings us with a coupon when 

we walk by a store.  Boy how quickly our world changes.   

If you like the old “party lines” of yesteryear, check out an app called 

GroupMe.  It does that and more.  GroupMe creates a chat room where all 

members can talk with one another as a group or split off into private 

conversations when needed. 

GroupMe works like texting but better.  You can create as many groups as 

you want.  You control how you get notified and how to participate.  You 

can mute the conversation and share images, video and emoticons.  I like it 

because it can put on hold while at work (stop those constant beeps), then 

in the evening I review what transpired during the day.  

GroupMe is FREE and it works on all platforms, from standard internet 

connections to all smartphones/tablets operating systems (iOS, Android, 

Windows) at a level that SMS texting does not.  It also integrates with SMS 

texting for those that cannot download the app, though in a limited way. 

Go to www.GroupMe.com to learn more or find it in your devices App Store 

to download.  GroupMe can be a great new tool to stay in touch.   

Remember, many Lions do not use smartphones, and some do not have 

email or internet access, so we still need to use our old phone and face-to-

face methods to keep everyone up to date.  Use it wisely and see how it 

works for your group.  

Please note, if you are not receiving club email messages, please let me 

know (Matthew Cioffi, info@eastonlions.org or 508-897-9771). I will help 

figure out what the problem is. 

EASTON LIONS OFFICERS 

President Nancy Sullivan 

president@eastonlions.org 

Immediate Past Prez Dennis Gutman 

Secretary Matt Soeldner 

secretary@eastonlions.org 

1st Vice President Matthew Cioffi 

info@eastonlions.org 

2nd Vice President Patty Sommers 

3rd Vice President  Fran Clifford 

 

Treasurer Ken Love 

treasurer@eastonlions.org 

Assistant Treasurer Beth Bredesen 

Dues Treasurer Mark Ingalls 

 

Membership Amos Keddem 

membership@eastonlions.org 

Lion Tamer John Mallers 

Tail Twister Joyce Tardito 

 

1 Year Directors Ed Pires 

 Rob Goodrich 

 Tina Souza 

 Lee Waxman 

 

2 Year Directors Veronica Lamb 

 Rick Freitas 

 Jorge Cordizo 

 Tony D’Ambrosio 

Newsletter Editor Jim Lee 

The Easton Lions Club Newsletter is 

published monthly and is written by 

members for our club members.  We invite 

members to submit articles and news 

items of interest to Jim Lee, 

jlee@stonehill.edu.  The club reserves the 

right to edit submitted material and 

determine articles for final publication. 

 

CLUB WEBSITES & EMAIL:  

www.EastonLions.org 

Email: info@eastonlions.org 

Facebook Pages (www.fb.com): 

EastonLions  

EastonThriftStore 

YardleyWoodRink 

http://www.groupme.com/
mailto:info@eastonlions.org
mailto:jlee@stonehill.edu
http://www.eastonlions.org/
http://www.facebook.com/EastonLions
http://www.facebook.com/EastonThriftStore
http://www.facebook.com/YardleyWoodRink
mailto:info@eastonlions.org
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  16th Annual Junk Day 

April 23, 2016 

 

Henry Narsasian aka “Fred Sanford” 

 

Lend a hand and come to the DPW by 

7:45 on Saturday, April 23, 2016 to 

assist in our club’s very successful “Junk 

Day” cleanup effort.  Wear work clothes 

and bring your work gloves—coffee and 

donuts will be provided!  The project 

ends at noon. 

Auction Recap 

By Nancy Sullivan – Photos by Tony Cabral 

I would like to thank all the work the 

Lions members did to have such a 

successful result for our 30th Annual 

Charity Auction.  We raised the highest 

amount ever!! We grossed over $27,000 

and netted over $24,000 for our charity 

causes. We should be very proud of our 

efforts, and grateful to the Town's 

businesses and individuals who support 

us so generously!   
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Queen of Hearts 
By Ginny Ando and Paul Lemieux,  

The - Queen of Hearts - Raffle 

Jackpot is  
 

 Over $700 

 
 

We’re on the Web! 

Your sponsorship on our site 

can include a link to  

your website! 

Visit us at: 

www.eastonlions.org 

This issue sponsored by: 
 

Jim Howarth 
 

Thank you! 
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